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The ‘Ugly Canadian’ strikes again.

Toronto-based Kinross Gold recently suspended work at its Tasiast mine to protest an order

from Mauritania’s government that unpermitted ‘expatriates’ stop working on the massive
project.

The lead foreign firm in the sparsely populated West African nation has been embroiled in a
series of power struggles with its Mauritanian workforce. During a strike last month union
officials complained about the gap in pay between locals and foreigners. “There are 2,600
Mauritanian workers employed by the firm of whom 1,041 are permanent, costing the
company $36 million, while there are 130 expatriate employees who cost $43 million,”
workers’ spokesperson Bounenna Ould Sidi told AFP. Further irritating its Mauritanian staff,
Kinross mostlyhouses ‘expatriate’ managers outside the country, in the Canary Islands.
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On three occasions over the past five years the mineworkers have withdrawn their labour in
a bid to force the world’'s fifth biggest gold mining company to respect previous
commitments to improve their pay and conditions. In 2011 the local workforce was angered
by the company’s refusal to transfer seriously ill employees to the capital Nouakchott. When
Kinross laid off 300 workers at the end of 2013 the union claimed it was done in violation of
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the country’s labour law and that one of those dismissed was still receiving medical
treatment for a workplace injury. Demanding government action, the laid-off workers
protested outside the presidential palace in Nouakchott 300 km away. After a multi-day sit-
in the police raided their makeshift camp, arresting a dozen and injuring a similar number.

In 2010 two Tasiast employees were arrested after dumping toxic waste in an inhabited
area near the mine. There was no independent environmental assessment of the
multibillion-dollar mine and the Toronto-based companyfailed to certify Tasiast under the
International Cyanide Management Code, a voluntary agreement that allows companies to
demonstrate their commitment to properly manage the poisonous substance.

As with many other Canadian mining companies in Africa, Kinross has paid the country little
and was accused of corruption. Last fall the US Department of Justice (Kinross is listed on
both the New York and Toronto stock exchanges) launched an investigation into “improper
payments made to government officials” at Kinross’ operations in Mauritania and Ghana.
MiningWatch Canada and French anti-corruption association Sherpa submitted a long report
detailing allegations of bribery and corruption to the RCMP and called for the police force to
investigate Kinross’ apparent breaches of Canadian anti-corruption laws at its Mauritanian
and Ghanian mines. Adding to the Mining Watch/Sherpa report, France’s Le Monde quoted a
former member of the company’s African legal department saying, “the levelof corruption
was becoming grotesque.”

In March the Globe and Mail revealed that Kinross gave a US $50 million contract to a
French/Mauritanian partnership even though their bid wasn’t the lowest. The Mauritanian
company was owned by a former top government official and an internal Kinross document
noted the company “took into consideration the stated preference of officials of the
Government of Mauritania that the logistics contract be awarded to” the French/Mauritanian
consortium.

Kinross’ Tasiast gold mine

Allegations of bribery have been swirling around Kinross’ Mauritania operations for years.
When President Mohamed Ould Abdel Aziz criticized the company’s meagre payments to the
treasury in 2013, Kinross reportedly hireda couple of his cousins to important positions. A
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2013 Africa Mining Intelligence article detailed the close familial and political ties between
Kinross and Aziz, who came to power by overthrowing the country’s first elected president in
2008. (The brigadier general won an election the next year that most political parties
boycotted.)

How does the federal government react to such behavior by a Canadian company? With
praise. In a webpage titled CSR [corporate social responsibility] ABROAD - Anti-Corruption
and Bribery Global Affairs Canada describes how “Kinross’ commitment to human rights is
implemented” through its adherence to the UN Global Compact, Universal Declaration of
Human Rights and the company’s code of conduct.

As a result, in many parts of the world, the face of Canada has become the ruthless
multinational that bullies workers, ignores environmental standards and ‘buys’ politicians.
The Ugly Canadian.

Yves Engler is the author of Canada in Africa: 300 years of aid and exploitation. Read other
articles by Yves.

La source originale de cet article est Dissident Voice
Copyright © Yves Engler, Dissident Voice, 2016

Articles Par : Yves Engler

Avis de non-responsabilité : Les opinions exprimées dans cet article n'‘engagent que le ou les auteurs. Le Centre de
recherche sur la mondialisation se dégage de toute responsabilité concernant le contenu de cet article et ne sera pas tenu
responsable pour des erreurs ou informations incorrectes ou inexactes.

Le Centre de recherche sur la mondialisation (CRM) accorde la permission de reproduire la version intégrale ou des extraits
d'articles du site Mondialisation.ca sur des sites de médias alternatifs. La source de I'article, I'adresse url ainsi qu'un hyperlien
vers |'article original du CRM doivent étre indiqués. Une note de droit d'auteur (copyright) doit également étre indiquée.

Pour publier des articles de Mondialisation.ca en format papier ou autre, y compris les sites Internet commerciaux, contactez:
media@globalresearch.ca

Mondialisation.ca contient du matériel protégé par le droit d'auteur, dont le détenteur n'a pas toujours autorisé I'utilisation.
Nous mettons ce matériel a la disposition de nos lecteurs en vertu du principe "d'utilisation équitable", dans le but d'améliorer
la compréhension des enjeux politiques, économiques et sociaux. Tout le matériel mis en ligne sur ce site est a but non lucratif.
Il est mis a la disposition de tous ceux qui s'y intéressent dans le but de faire de la recherche ainsi qu'a des fins éducatives. Si
vous désirez utiliser du matériel protégé par le droit d'auteur pour des raisons autres que "l'utilisation équitable", vous devez
demander la permission au détenteur du droit d'auteur.

Contact média: media@globalresearch.ca



https://www.africaintelligence.com/insiders/AMA/MAURITANIA/2015/07/17/oulad-bou-sbaas-deep-into-mining/107942684-BE2?pdf=1
https://www.nrcan.gc.ca/mining-materials/mining/corporate-social-responsibility/17225
http://www.powells.com/book/canada-in-africa-300-years-of-aid-and-exploitation-9781552667620?partnerid=36683&p_ti
http://dissidentvoice.org/author/yvesengler/
http://dissidentvoice.org/author/yvesengler/
http://dissidentvoice.org/2016/07/the-ugly-canadian-kinross-gold/
https://www.mondialisation.ca/author/yves-engler
http://dissidentvoice.org/2016/07/the-ugly-canadian-kinross-gold/
https://www.mondialisation.ca/author/yves-engler
https://mondialisation.ca
https://mondialisation.ca
mailto:media@globalresearch.ca
https://mondialisation.ca
mailto:media@globalresearch.ca

